Dept. of Classical, Middle Eastern & Asian Languages & Cultures

 Japanese 255W   Fall 2004  Tu, Th 10:50 – 12:05  Rathaus 209  Prof. L. Cook 

“Early Japanese Women Writers and The Tale of Genji”  (3 hrs. 3 credits)

1. Required texts: The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu (Royall Tyler, tr. Vintage) 

You must bring a copy of this to each class meeting or you will be marked absent.  

2. Recommended readings: The Diary of Murasaki Shikibu (Richard Bowring, tr., Penguin); The Bridge of Dreams (Haruo Shirane, Stanford Univ. Press)

3. Course requirements:  Two short (700 to 900 word) papers, occasional in-class writing assignments, and one longer paper (1200 to 1500 words). An outline for the final paper must be submitted for approval a week or more in advance of the paper.  The first short paper must be submitted in duplicate for peer-review work. You may be asked to rewrite either or both of the short papers. In addition, you are advised to take careful notes on the readings -- plot , characters, themes and questions about the story. Quizzes on the assigned readings will be given as often as necessary and will not be announced in advance.  In addition, you should be prepared to respond to questions about the readings and engage in class discussion.

Grades will be based on a final exam and quizzes (40%); papers and in-class writing (40%); and class participation (20%). Attendance is required. More than two absences or frequent tardiness will affect the final grade.  Plagiarism in work done for this course, including citation without attribution of any work not  your own, will result in a failing grade on the assignment in question, which will have to be rewritten. In the case of repeated plagiarism, a failing grade for the course will be assigned. No exceptions will be made. Students are responsible for knowing how to use footnotes or endnotes to cite and attribute citations properly. 

4. Description: Most of the outstanding prose of early Japanese literature (8th to 12th centuries), and much of the finest poetry of the age, was written by women of the Heian court. The single most important narrative fiction of this age, Murasaki Shikibu's The Tale of Genji, is widely considered to be the world's earliest 'psychological' novel. Its themes encompass the whole range of life in the Heian court, with a focus on the motifs of eros and worldly power vs. renunciation and the pursuit of salvation. The story was addressed to members of the Heian Court, and assumes a knowledge of court society and politics.  Some of this knowledge is available from context; much else is concisely summarized in the “Introduction” to Tyler’s translation or provided in his footnotes. Lectures will provide additional context needed to understand the story. Our goal will be to read the first 41 chapters of the Tale, traditionally regarded as the tale of Genji ‘proper.’ 
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 Tentative schedule for Readings  (readings are to be done before class meetings) 

08/31 (Tu) 

Orientation 










09/02 (Th)

“Introduction” (Tyler, pp. xi – xxix), lecture: 

(1) basic concepts of narrative; (2) history, fiction, taboo
    /07 (Tu)

Ch. 1: trouble at court, birth of a hero

    /09 (Th) 

Chs. 2–3: women under scrutiny; a provincial

 governor’s wife 

    /14 (Tu)

Ch. 4: “mononoke” and the uncanny 
 

    /16 (Th)

Ch. 5: “katashiro” 
and “yukari”   


    /21 (Tu) 

Ch. 6: “kaimami” and courtship  

    /23 (Th) 

Chs. 7, 8: “matsurigoto” – public and private politics

**First paper due

    /28 (Tu)

Ch. 9: return of the “mononoke” 

    /30 (Th)

Chs. 10, 11: sexual politics and revenge  

10/09 (Tu)

in-class writing (/ exam)

    /11 (Th) 

Ch. 12: exile and rebirth 

    /16 (Tu)

Ch. 13: a provincial governor’s daughter 

    /18 (Tu)

Chs. 14, 15, 16: return from exile

    /23 (Th)

Ch. 17: cultural politics

    /25 (Tu) 

Chs. 18, 19: complications and mourning   

    /25 (Th)

Chs. 20, 21: new directions 


** Second paper due

    /30 (Tu) 

Chs. 22-24: a daughter in name alone



11/02 (Tu) 

Ch. 25: defense of fiction


 

    /04 (Th)

in-class writing on Ch. 25

    /09 (Tu) 

Chs. 26-28: beginning of an ending 

    /11 (Th) 

Chs. 29-30: disposing of suitors 

    /16 (Tu) 

Ch. 31: resentment and desire 

    /18 (Th) 

Chs. 32-33: incense, interpretation, enigma

    /23
 (Tu) 

Ch. 34: mortal rivalry  

    /25 (Th) 

 (no classes)

    /30 (Tu) 

Ch. 35: the wheel of retribution

12/02 (Th) 

Ch. 36: a new hero

    /07 (Tu)

Chs. 40-41: the ageing hero in retreat

    /09 (Th)

Conclusions 

    /14 (Tu) 

review for final exam 

** Final paper due 

Final exam
